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57 ABSTRACT

A multi-die chip module (MCM) comprises a first die con-
taining a first test controller and a second die containing a
second test controller coupled to the first die via an intercon-
nect. The first test controller is configured to place the first die
in either a shift mode or a capture mode. The second control-
ler is configured to place the second die in either the shift
mode or the capture mode. After a scan shift operation, scan
cells are initialized to predetermined values. During the cap-
ture operation one die remains in the shift mode and the other
die enters the capture mode so that as test bits are shifted into
registers associated with output pads on the die in the shift
mode, the other die is in the capture mode and captures signals
on input pads associated with that die, enabling scan based
at-speed testing of the interconnect.

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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SCAN-BASED MCM INTERCONNECTING
TESTING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to Indian Patent
Application No. 596/CHE/2011, filed on Feb. 28, 2011,
hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Typically, chip level input/output (IO) interfaces are tested
and characterized separately against interface requirements.
When two chips are connected on a PCB, minimal system
level testing is done using Boundary Scan testing which tar-
gets “stuck-at” faults (e.g., short circuits, open circuits). This
typically meets the requirements as these interfaces are
already characterized completely.

In a multichip module (MCM), multiple semiconductor
dies are packaged onto a unifying substrate. The two dies
have an interface between them. In MCM devices, the indi-
vidual die I/Os are not characterized separately unlike chip-
level I/Os. Creating test cases manually, for testing and char-
actering MCM interfaces can be tedious and error-prone and
may even prove impossible, as tests targeting multiple fault
types need to be taken into account. If these MCM IOs and
interconnects are not tested and characterized completely, it
can potentially cause functional failures. Hence simple
boundary scan testing, which targets stuck-at faults, may not
be sufficient for testing MCM interconnects.

Traditionally, MCM interconnects are tested using bound-
ary scan testing. The two dies in an MCM have separate
boundary scan test access ports associated with them. Such
boundary scan testing methodology comes with all the inher-
ent limitations of the boundary scan testing. For example,
boundary scan was originally designed to test the board inter-
connects where the individual dies are tested and character-
ized and only stuck-testing is required to test the interface
integrity. The interval between the update of test stimulus and
capture of the response spans at least 2.5 test clock cycles.
This delay makes boundary scan testing insufficient for
screening of various problems such as delay defects, cross-
talk, simultaneous switching noise etc. In-addition test vector
generation requires boundary scan software/custom scripts.

Some at-speed testing strategies pursued for MCM testing
includes functional testing, MCM built-in selftest (BIST) and
oscillation-based methodologies. In functional testing, test-
cases are coded to target the MCM interconnect defects. In the
BIST methodology, a pseudo-random pattern generator is
used to generate random values on one die, and these values
are captured on the other die. The values are later checked to
verify the integrity of the interconnects. In the oscillation-
based methodology, the traditional boundary scan cells are
modified and are arranged to form a ring for creating oscilla-
tions by having odd number of cells in the ring. In these
testing methodologies, targeting the faults leading to reliabil-
ity issues is quite difficult. Also there is no straightforward
method to isolate the failures in post silicon debug. In-addi-
tion, the MCM BIST and oscillation based test methodologies
involves additional hardware and the targeted tests for tradi-
tional fault models are not possible. Also, none of the existing
methods take into account clocking and process variations
between the dies.

SUMMARY

The disclosed embodiments address the above issues. For
example, one embodiment is directed to a multi-die chip
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module (MCM) that comprises a first die containing a first test
controller and a second die containing a second test controller
and coupled to the first die via an interconnect. The intercon-
nect comprises multiple signal lines. The first test controller is
configured to place the first die to be in one of a shift mode and
a capture mode while the second controller is configured to
place the second die in the other of the shift mode and capture
mode. After a scan shift operation, all the scan cells are
initialized to a predetermined value and during the capture
operation one die remains in the shift mode and the other die
enters the capture mode so that as test bits are shifted into
registers associated with output pads on the die in the shift
mode, the other die is in the capture mode and captures signals
on input pads associated with that die, enabling scan based
at-speed testing of the interconnect.

Another embodiment is directed to a multi-die chip module
(MCM) that comprises a first die containing a first test con-
troller and a plurality of input/output (I/0) pads and a second
die containing a second test controller and a plurality of I/O
pads. The 1/O pads of the second die are electrically con-
nected via an electrical interconnect to the I/O pads of the first
die. A plurality of scan cells is also provided; one scan cell
corresponding to an I/O pad of each of the first die and the
second die. The scan cells are connected in a scan chain. The
first test controller is configured to place the first die to be in
one of a shift mode and a capture mode while the second
controller is configured to place the second die in the other of
the shift mode and capture mode, so that as test bits are shifted
into scan cells associated with output pads on the die in the
shift mode, the other die is in the capture mode and its scan
cells captures signal received across the electrical intercon-
nect, without the die in the shift mode performing an update
operation to latch in the test bits before their capture by the
second die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a detailed description of exemplary embodiments of
the invention, reference will now be made to the accompany-
ing drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a multi-chip module (MCM) is shown in
accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example boundary scan cell for use in
testing the MCM interconnect of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a timing diagram for launching data from
one die and capturing the data on the other die in accordance
with various embodiments; and

FIG. 4 illustrates a timing diagram for launching data in the
opposite direction as FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following discussion is directed to various embodi-
ments of the invention. Although one or more of these
embodiments may be preferred, the embodiments disclosed
should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting the
scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition, one
skilled in the art will understand that the following descrip-
tion has broad application, and the discussion of any embodi-
ment is meant only to be exemplary of that embodiment, and
not intended to intimate that the scope of the disclosure,
including the claims, is limited to that embodiment.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a multi-chip module
(MCM). The MCM 100 of FIG. 1 comprises two dies 102 and
104 packaged onto a unifying substrate 106. More than two
dies may be included on substrate 106 in other embodiments.
In some implementations, the dies 102, 104 may be of differ-
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ent process technology and different process corners. For
example, one die may be from a 90 nm process technology,
strong corner, while the other die is form a 65 nm process
technology, weak process corner. In other embodiments, both
dies may be from the same process technology.

Die 102 includes multiple pads 103 that provide connec-
tion points for the die. Some pads 103 may be used to connect
die 102 to corresponding pads 105 of die 104 as shown.
Through various pads, dies 102 and 104 are connected
together in an MCM interface 109. Each pad 103, 105 func-
tions as an output pad or an input pad. In the example of FI1G.
1, pads 105a¢ and 1055 on die 104 represent output pads
through which data is transmitted across MCM interconnect
109 to input pads 103a and 1035, respectively, on die 102.
Similarly, pads 103¢-103¢ function as output pads through
which data is transmitted to input pads 105¢-105e, respec-
tively, on die 104.

Die 102 includes a scan cell 110 associated with each pad
103. Five scan cells 110a, 1105, 110c¢, 1104, and 110e are
illustrated for each of five pads 103. Die 104 also includes a
scan cell 112 associated with each of its pads 105. Die 104
includes scan cells 1124, 1125, 112¢, 1124, and 112e.

Each scan cell 110, 112 can be implemented in a variety of
different forms including, for example, a modified boundary
scan cell architecture as depicted in FIG. 2 and discussed
below. Other implementations are possible as well. As shown,
the scan cells 110 are serially connected together to form a
boundary scan chain. Each scan cell 110, 112 can function in
one of several modes. In a scan shift mode, a scan cell can
serially shift bits around the boundary scan chain. Die 104
includes a Test Data Input (TDI) which is provided to scan
cell 110e as shown. A bit shifted into scan cell 110e can then
be shifted serially to scan cell 1104, and from scan cell 1104
to scan cell 110c¢, and so on. From scan cell 110a, the bit is
shifted across the inter-die interface to scan cell 1124 of die
104. The bit can continue to be shifted through scan cell 1125,
then 112¢, 1124, and then to 112e.

Each scan cell 110, 112 is also capable of operating in a
launch mode. In this mode, signal values present on scan cell
outputs are passed out through the die’s pads 103, 105 and to
the other die’s corresponding pads. Each die is also capable of
a capture mode in which signal values on a die’s input pads
103, 105 are loaded into the die’s scan cell 110, 112,

Die 104 includes a pair of controllers, although a different
number of controllers may be included as well. One controller
is a test controller 130 and another controller is a boundary
scan controller 140. Each controller 130 and 140 receives
various input signals as shown and generated output signals
that are provided to the scan cells 112a-112¢ of die 104. The
boundary scan controller 140 may be a standard JTAG (Joint
Test Action Group) controller and is capable of implementing
standard boundary scan testing using the various scan cells
110, 112. The input and output signals used for JTAG bound-
ary scan testing include the TDI signal, a Test Data Out
(TDO) signal, a Test Clock (TCK) and a Test Mode Select
(TMS) signal, all of which are shown in FIG. 1 as inputs/
outputs to die 104. The TDI signal is routed across the inter-
die interface to scan cell 110e of die 102 as noted above. The
serial output of scan cell 112¢ on die 104 represents the TDO
signal. The TCK signal is used by logic on die 104 as well as
on die 102.

Test controller 130 also uses the scan cells 110, 112, but
does so in a different manner than the boundary scan control-
ler 140 and performs “at speed” testing of the MCM interface
109. “At speed” testing refers to how accurately a responds to
stimuli at or near rated system speeds. At speed testing is in
contrast to standard boundary scan testing which tests for
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static faults such as short circuits and open circuits. At speed
testing may include determining an output of a circuit within
a clock cycle time period of the input stimuli.

Die 104 also includes scan clock logic 150. Scan clock
logic 150 includes multiplexer logic 152 and a phase locked
loop (PLL) 154. Under control of an MCM scan_en input
signal to die 104, the multiplexer logic 152 selects either the
TCK or a clock signal form the PLL 154 as an output clock
signal called MCM scan clock 158. The frequency of TCK
preferably is lower than the frequency of the PLL’s clock
signal. In one example, TCK has a frequency of 10 MHz,
while the clock from PLL 154 has a frequency of 37.5 MHz.
Accordingly, the MCM scan clock has one frequency at some
points in time and another frequency at other points in time.
When a scan cell is operating in a shift mode during MCM
testing, bits through the scan cell are shifted in accordance
with a lower frequency clock. When a scan cell is operating in
launch or capture modes, the scan cell operates in accordance
with a higher frequency clock. The scan cell clock 150 pro-
vides both clock frequencies, albeit not at the same time, in
accordance with the MCM scan-en signal of die 104. An
inverter 115 is used to invert the MCM scan clock for scan
cells 110c-110e in which data flows from die 102 to die 104
which is an opposite direction from the flow of data for scan
cells 110a and 1105 (data flows from die 104 to die 102). The
inversion of the clock provided to the scan cells associated
with output pads, 110¢ to 110e helps to test the MCM inter-
connects 109¢ to 109¢ at-speed.

Die 102 includes a test controller 120. Each die 102, 104
has its own separate MCM scan-en signal provided to each of
the respective test controller 120 and 130. Each MCM scan-
en signal is able to cause the respective die to be in a shift
mode independent of the other die. The test controller 120 of
die 102 receives the MCM scan-en signal input to die 102 and
generates an MCM scan mode signal which is provided to
each of the scan cells 110a-110e of die 102. The MCM scan
mode signal which dictates whether the scan cells 110a-110e
of' die 102 are in a shift mode or a capture mode. Test con-
troller 130 of die 104 also generates an MCM scan mode
signal based on the MCM scan-en signal of die 104. The
MCM scan mode signal generated by the test controller 130
of die 104 is provided to each of the scan cells 112a-112¢ of
die 104 to dictate whether the scan cells are in a shift mode or
a capture mode. Because each die has its own MCM scan-en
signal, one die can be in a shift mode, while another die is in
the capture mode. The ability to have both dies be in different
modes enables at speed testing to occur. Bits are serially
shifted in through TDI to the various desired scan cells 110,
112 in accordance with the lower speed TCK and capture
occurs on the next active edge of the MCM scan clock, with-
out the aforementioned delay (2.5 clock cycles) in accordance
with the higher speed clock from the PLLL 154.

FIG. 2 illustrates an embodiment of a scan cell 110, 112.
The scan cell in FIG. 2 comprises an input multiplexer 202, a
serial register 204, an update register 206, and an output
demultiplexer 208. Three OR gates 210, 214 and 216 are also
included to provide the various control signals to control the
input multiplexer 202, serial register 204, update register 206,
and output demultiplexer 208. A multiplexer 212 is also pro-
vided as shown. During a “normal” mode (i.e., not a test
mode), the parallel input data is provided straight through as
the output of the demultiplexer 208.

Thescan cell 110,112 can be operated as a standard bound-
ary scan cell for detecting, for example, stuck-at faults, and
alternatively as a test cell to test the MCM interconnect 109 at
speed. The use of the boundary scan cells for performing
stuck-at testing is well known and will not be repeated here. A



US 9,140,754 B2

5

separate set of control signals is used for each testing para-
digm. For standard boundary scan testing (e.g., stuck at test-
ing), the control signals used are the shift_DR, clock DR,
update_DR, and B/S mode signals. For MCM interconnect
at-speed testing, the control signals are the MCM scan-en,
MCM scan mode, and MCM scan clock signals. When per-
forming at-speed MCM interconnect testing, the shift DR,
clock_DR, update_DR, and B/S mode signals used during
standard boundary scan testing are forced to a state that does
not interfere with the MCM interconnect testing. For
example, the shift_ DR, update_ DR, and B/S mode signals are
forced low. The selection of which set of control signals is to
be used to control the registers 204 and 206, multiplexer 202
and demultiplexer 208 is made by the OR gates 210, 214,216
and multiplexer 212.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, for MCM interconnect testing
at speed, data is shifted in from TDI through the various scan
cells 110, 112 until the bits are resident at the desired scan cell
locations. When a scan cell is operated in a shift mode (as
dictated by the MCM scan-en signal), the bit on the serial
input is provide through to multiplexer 202 to serial register
204. Serial register 204 is clocked by the MCM scan clock to
latch the serial input bit node 205 (between serial register 204
and update register 206). The signal on node 205 represents
the serial output bit of the scan cell and is connected to the
next scan cell in the boundary scan chain. The update register
206 used for the boundary scan update process is made trans-
parent during the MCM at-speed testing. As such, as serial
inputs are shifted through the scan cell, each such bit is
immediately provided through the update register and demul-
tiplexer 208 as the parallel output bit across the MCM inter-
connect to the other die.

Once the test bits have been shifted into the correct loca-
tions, the MCM scan-en signal of the corresponding/receiv-
ing die is forced low to enable capture. Capture occurs syn-
chronized with a particular edge of the MCM scan clock as
explained below. The captured bits then can be shifted around
the boundary scan chain and out through TDO.

Clocking is a challenge during MCM interconnect testing
because the two dies 102 and 104 may be from different
process nodes. Further, the two dies may be from two differ-
ent process corners such as strong die 102-weak die 104 or
weak die 102-strong die 104. Accordingly, clock insertion
delays and clock skew can vary dramatically among the dies.
In accordance with the preferred embodiments, a clocking
scheme is employed to address clock uncertainty in testing of
the MCM interconnect 109. Preferably, a single clock is used
for the scan cells in the dies 102, 104. The clock may be
generated in one of the dies and provided to the other die. In
the example of FIG. 1, the clock is generated in die 104
(MCM scan clock 158) and provided to die 102. The MCM
scan clock on die 102 is a delayed version of the MCM scan
clock on die 104 due to a higher die interconnect delay of the
MCM.

The use of the MCM scan clock 158 to perform the capture
operation depends on the direction the test data is being
transmitted. One clocking scheme is used when die 102
updates and die 104 captures the data, and another clocking
scheme is used in the opposite direction, that is, when die 104
updates and die 102 captures the data.

Consider first the scenario when die 104 updates and die
102 captures test data. This scenario applies to the testing of
interconnect lines 109a and 10954 in FIG. 1. These lines are
used to transmit data from die 104 to die 102. To test this
portion of the MCM interconnect 109, test bits are shifted
around the scan chain until the test bits are at scan cells 112a
and 1125. The bits are loaded into the relevant scan cells (scan
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cells 112q and 112b) and are directly captured by scan cells
110a and 1105 on the next active edge of the MCM scan
clock. For testing interconnect lines 1094 and 1095, die 104 is
kept in the shift mode by asserting the MCM scan-en signal
for die 104 to a logic high level and maintaining its MCM
scan-en signal high for initialization and launching the test
bits, while die 102 is maintained in the capture mode by
forcing its MCM scan-en signal low to capture the parallel
input bit into its serial register 204 upon a particular edge of
the MCM scan clock on die 102.

FIG. 3 illustrates the applicable timing diagram for launch-
ing on die 104 and capturing on die 102. The clock signal
shown is that of the MCM scan clock. The upper MCM scan
clock signalin FIG. 3 is the MCM scan clock on die 104 while
the lower MCM scan clock signal is the clock on die 102 and
is a delayed version of the MCM scan clock as noted above.
When launching a test bit from die 104 and capturing on die
102, data is launched on a rising or falling edge 250 of the
MCM scan clock 158 on die 104 and captured on an opposite
edge of the MCM scan clock on die 102. The edge 2550 that
launches the bit clocks the serial register 204 in the scan cell
of'die 104. Update register 206 is a transparent latch as noted
above which permits the bit to be provided through demulti-
plexer 208 and across the MCM interconnect. The edge 254
of the MCM scan clock on the receiving die 102 clocks the
serial register 204 of the receiving scan cell to latch in the
captured bit. In the example of FIG. 3, data is launched on a
rising edge of the MCM scan clock on die 104 and captured
on a subsequent falling edge of the MCM scan clock on die
102 (and not on the subsequent rising edge 252). By capturing
on an opposite (e.g., falling) edge from the edge used to
launch data (e.g., rising edge), proper setup and hold timing is
ensured. This clocking scheme inherently provides hold mar-
gin of one-half a clock cycle period. Further, the launched bit
is captured within one clock cycle thereby enabling at speed
testing.

For the other MCM interconnect lines 109¢-109e, data is
normally transmitted from die 102 to die 104. For testing lines
109¢-109e¢, die 102 is maintained in the shift mode via its own
MCM scan-en signal and die 104 is maintained in the capture
mode. The timing diagram for launching and capturing test
bits on these lines is illustrated in FIG. 4. Data is launched by
scan cells on die 102 on rising edge 270 of the MCM scan
clock on die 102 and captured by the corresponding scan cells
on die 104 on the subsequent rising edge 274 of the MCM
scan clock on die 104. Data is thus launched and captured on
rising clock edges (or launched and captured on falling
edges). As is illustrated in FIG. 4, the data is captured in less
than one clock cycle after its launch thereby enabling at speed
testing.

As such, data that is captured on the die (die 104) that
generates the MCM scan clock, with data launched by the die
(die 102) that has a delayed version of the MCM scan clock,
captures data on the same edge type (e.g., rising) as the edge
used to launch the data. Data that is captured on the die (die
102) that has a delayed version of the MCM scan clock
generated by the other die (die 104) captures data on an
opposite edge type than the edge used to launch data.

With the embodiments described above, at speed testing of
the MCM interface can be performed reusing boundary scan
infrastructure with minimal hardware overhead. Further,
because the embodiments described herein are based on scan
testing, commercial Automatic Test Patter Generation
(ATPG) tools can be used for testing against all known fault
models, testing the MCM interconnects reliably. The clock
scheme discussed above enables both stuck and at-speed test-
ing scenarios and thus reduces effort and scope of errors in
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manual test creation. Further, the hold timing closure is auto-
matically addressed by the architecture itself. The disclosed
embodiments can be extended to test full functional path
instead of between boundary scan flops on two dies. If func-
tional flops are used, similar clocking and scan enable
schemes may be deployed such that the tests can be generated
directly using commercial ATPG tools.

The above discussion is meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present invention.
Numerous variations and modifications will become apparent
to those skilled in the art once the above disclosure is fully
appreciated. It is intended that the following claims be inter-
preted to embrace all such variations and modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A multi-die chip module (MCM), comprising:

a first die containing a first test controller; and

a second die containing a second test controller and

coupled to the first die via an interconnect, said inter-
connect comprising multiple signal lines;

wherein the first test controller is configured to place the

first die to be in one of a shift mode and a capture mode
while the second controller is configured to place the
second die in the other of the shift mode and capture
mode; and

wherein after a scan shift operation, scan cells are initial-

ized to predetermined values and during the capture
operation one die remains in the shift mode and the other
die enters the capture mode so that as test bits are shifted
into registers associated with output pads on the die in
the shift mode, the other die is in the capture mode and
captures signals on input pads associated with that die,
enabling scan based at-speed testing of the interconnect.

2. The MCM of claim 1 wherein the second die comprises
scan clock logic to generate a variable frequency MCM scan
clock used during the capture mode, said MCM scan clock
also provided to the first die, and wherein shifting of data into
the registers occurs by way of a first frequency of the MCM
scan clock, and capture occurs by way of a second frequency
of the MCM scan clock.

3. The MCM of claim 2 wherein the second frequency is
greater than the first frequency.

4. The MCM of claim 2 wherein, when the second die is in
the shift mode and the first die is in the capture mode, a rising
edge of the MCM scan clock on the second die is used to
launch a bitto output pads of the second die, and a falling edge
of'the MCM scan clock on the first die is used to capture bits
on input pads of the first die.

5. The MCM of claim 4 wherein, when the first die in the
launch mode and the second die is in the capture mode, a
rising edge of the MCM scan clock on the first die is used to
launch a bit to output pads of the first die, and a rising edge of
the MCM scan clock on the second die is used to capture bits
on input pads of the second die.
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6. The MCM of claim 1 wherein each test controller
receives a separate scan enable signal, each such scan enable
signal causes the respective test controller to be in the shift
mode or the capture mode.

7. A multi-die chip module (MCM), comprising:

a first die containing a first test controller and a plurality of

input/output (I/O) pads; and

a second die containing a second test controller and a
plurality of I/O pads, the 1/O pads of the second die
electrically connected via an electrical interconnect to
the 1/O pads of the first die;

a plurality of scan cells, a scan cell corresponding to each
1/0 pad of the first die and the second die, and the scan
cells connected in a scan chain;

wherein the first test controller is configured to place the
first die to be in one of a shift mode and a capture mode
while the second controller is configured to place the
second die in the other of the shift mode and capture
mode, so that as test bits are shifted into scan cells
associated with output pads on the die in the shift mode,
the other die is in the capture mode and its scan cells
captures signal received across the electrical intercon-
nect, without the die in the shift mode performing an
update operation to latch in the test bits before their
capture by the second die.

8. The MCM of claim 7 wherein each scan cell includes an
update register that is implemented as a transparent latch to
permit a test bit shifted into a serial register to be provided
straight through to the I/O pad corresponding to that scan cell.

9. The MCM of claim 7 wherein the second die comprises
scan clock logic to generate a variable frequency MCM scan
clock used during the capture mode, said MCM scan clock
also provided to the first die, and wherein shifting of data into
the registers occurs by way of a first frequency of the MCM
scan clock, and capture occurs by way of a second frequency
of the MCM scan clock.

10. The MCM of claim 9 wherein the second frequency is
greater than the first frequency.

11. The MCM of claim 9 wherein, when the second die is
in the shift mode and the first die is in the capture mode, a
rising edge of the MCM scan clock on the second die is used
to launch a bit to output pads of the second die, and a falling
edge of the MCM scan clock on the first die is used to capture
bits on input pads of the first die.

12. The MCM of claim 11 wherein, when the first die in the
launch mode and the second die is in the capture mode, a
rising edge of the MCM scan clock on the first die is used to
launch a bit to output pads of the first die, and a rising edge of
the MCM scan clock on the second die is used to capture bits
on input pads of the second die.

13. The MCM of claim 7 wherein each test controller
receives a separate scan enable signal, each such scan enable
signal causes the respective test controller to be in the shift
mode or the capture mode.
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